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| Available 


Training is now being offered 
through the Productivity Manage- 
| ment Section to add support to the 
| department’s methods and cost im- 
| provement program. 
| The course that is available to all 
department managers is a self-paced 
| training program. It covers basic 
techniques of methods improvement, 
@ on simplification and value engi- 

neering. 

| The training is offered in three 
levels. There is atmanagement appre- 
| ciation” program of two days. Partici- 
| pants who will devote full-time to pro- 
| ductivity improvement projects may 
| take a two-and-a-half week course. In 
| addition, a program of 10 days is 

available for managers and super- 
| visors who wish to get more in-depth 
| instruction. 


| Productivity Study 


John Hunsinger of the Land- 
cape Unit studies productivity 
training materials in a new seif- 
ced training program. 
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Share the Ride 


1icle For The M 


Roger Pratt of the Public Transportation Division (center) shows 
ridesharing promotional poster to Jim Lee (left) and Marvin Brewing- 
ton of the Personnel Office, ridesharing coordinators for the Highway 
and Motor Vehicles buildings respectively, at a meeting to begin a new 
survey of how state employees get to work. See related article inside. 


Through the self-paced training 
method, each participant progresses 
at an individualized rate through the 
material which includes audio-visuals, 
programmed instruction, movies, 
practical exercises, textbook readings 
and discussion seminars. 

Each participant is assigned to a 
“training counselor” from the staff of 
the Productivity Management Section 
to provide assistance not only during 
the training but also after its com- 
pletion. 

A methods improvement project is 
selected for study by each participant 
to put the training to use immediately. 

Ralph “Pete” Peters, head of the 
productivity section, said “This is an 
important part of the program. It 


strives to insure that tangible benefits 
are received for the training time that 
is invested.” 

The first three participants in the 
course, entitled “Fundamentals of 
Methods Engineering and Cost Im- 
provement,” have completed their 
training. They are Jim Rand of 
Bridge Maintenance, Ron Fitzula of 
Structure Design and Bill Wilkins of 
Roadway Design. These employees 
have been designated by their 
managers to conduct special projects 
aimed toward improving productivity 
within their sections. 

Peters said he will present a review 
of the program to_ interested 
managers upon request. 
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1980 Vehicle Registration Renewal Begi® 


Sales of 1980 validation stickers 
and license plates began January 2. 
All registration renewals, including 
stickers and tags, must be displayed 
no later than February 15. 

The stickers and tags may be pur- 
chased in person from one of 115 


license plate agencies across the state . 


or by mail from the Division of Motor 
Vehicles. The motor vehicles division 
mailed approximately 4.5 million 
renewal cards December 17. 

Instructions on how to purchase 
the stickers and tags through the 
mail or in person at local agencies are 
contained in an informational folder 
which accompanies the renewal cards, 
according to Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles Elbert L. Peters Jr. 

He said the vehicle registration fees 
are the same as 1979 with fees for 
each vehicle printed on the renewal 
cards. (The fee for a _ private 
passenger automobile is $16. Of that 
amount, $3 is for driver’s education 
expenses.) 


Validation Stickers 


The motor vehicles commissioner 
said validation stickers are being used 
to renew the registration of the 
following types of vehicles: private 
passenger automobiles, 4,000-pound 
trucks, motorcycles, trailers, and 
rented or leased automobiles or 
trucks. All other vehicles receive 
license plates. 

The validation sticker for 1980 is 
black and white. It should be placed 
in the upper right hand corner of the 
owner’s current license plate on top of 
the 1979 sticker. 

“Care should be taken to place the 
validation sticker on your license 
plate according to the instructions,” 
Peters said. “Once in place, the 
stickers can not be satisfactorily 
removed.” 


Illegible Plates 


Illegible license plates are replaced 
at no charge during the renewal 
period, according to Peters. A $5 fee 
is charged for replacement of a tag if 
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the vehicle owner can not provide the 
illegible license plate, he said. 

“If a tag has been obscured by 
normal wear and is difficult to read, it 
will be exchanged at no cost,” Peters 
said. 


Liability Insurance 


Minimum liability insurance levels for 
vehicles registered in North Carolina 
were raised Jan. 1, 1980. But the new 
coverage requirements do not affect 
current policies until their renewal 
date after Jan. 1, Peters said. 

He pointed out that the last session 
of the General Assembly raised the 
financial responsibility for automobile 
liability insurance. The new minimum 
levels are: 

e $25,000 for bodily injury or 

death of one person; 

e $50,000 for bodily injury or 

deaths of two or more people; 

e $10,000 for property damage. 

Previously, the figures were 
$15,000, $30,000, and $5,000. 

The state’s motor vehicle owners 
must certify their insurance coverage 
on registration renewal notices when 
purchasing new tags or stickers. 


‘Get Yours Early’ 


The motor vehicles division, in co- 
operation with the department’s 
Public Affairs Office, launched a com- 
munications’ campaign again this 
year to encourage North Carolina 
vehicle owners to purchase the 
stickers and tags early. 


The theme for the communications 


effort is “Get Yours Early.” 

Gonzalie Rivers, director of the 
division’s Vehicle Services Section, 
said posters and counter cards have 
been distributed to each of the 115 
license plate agencies across the 
state. In addition, public service an- 
nouncements are conveying this 
message. 

“We hope the state’s citizens will 
take advantage of the local offices or 
the mail order system to buy and 
display their tags or stickers early,” 
Rivers said. “We feel the communi- 
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Renewal Cards 

Angela Godwin, a Division of | 
Motor Vehicles employee in 
Raleigh, prepares to mail 1980 | 


vehicle 
notices. 


cations campaign will aid in 


e 


reduction of waiting time and provide | 
better efficiency at the agencies and | 


in our Raleigh operations.” 


Staggered Registration 


Transporation Secretary Tom 
Bradshaw noted the- 1979 session of | 
the General 


“staggered” registration system be- 
ginning in 1981. « 


He pointed out that this year’s | 
renewal period will be the next to the | 


last time that North Carolina’s. 
motorists will purchase tags or 
stickers under the current system. 


“Through implementation of the’ 
staggered registration system and | 


current steps we are taking in our) 
operations, we are carrying out) 


Governor Jim Hunt’s commitment to | 


registration renewal | 
The motor vehicles 


division mailed over 4.5 million | 
renewal cards on December i 


Assembly - passed | 
- legislation which enables the Division 
of Motor Vehicles to °-create a | 


JANUARY 1980 


provide the best possible service to} 
the state’s citizens and his pledge for | 


bee 


greater efficiency in government, 
Bradshaw said. 
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| Employee Suggestion Winners 


| At a recent conference to encourage greater use of the Employee 
| Suggestion System, several suggestion winners were recognized. 


| Robert Braam of Highway Design (back row, second from left) repre- 
sented the department. State Sen. J. J. Harrington of Lewiston (first 
row, far right), who is chairman of the Governor’s Productivity Com- 
| mission, thanked the group for their contributions of money-saving 


] ideas. 


Volunteer Award 


Governor dim Hunt presents an 
Outstanding Volunteer award to 
Jane Donleycott of Driver Serv- 
ices for her efforts in promoting 
this year’s State Employees Com- 
bined Campaign. The governor 
praised the Division of Motor 
Vehicles employees for their out- 
standing support of the cam- 
paign. There were 929 con- 
tributors out of 950 workers at 
vehicles division. 


Ridesharing 
Survey Launched 


About 30 representatives of all 
state agencies in Raleigh attended a 
meeting on January 17 to discuss a 
new ridesharing survey. 

Roger Pratt, ridesharing coordi- 
nator in the department’s Public Trans- 
portation Division, chaired the 


meeting in the Highway Building 


auditorium. 


The survey will gather information: 


on how state government employees 
get to work. It will be conducted in 
January by Raleigh’s Capital Area 
Carpool Program in cooperation with 
state government. 

The Public Transportation Division 
is coordinating the survey and lending 
staff support to the project. 

Ridesharing coordinators for each 
department will oversee the distribu- 
tion and collection of the surveys. In 
addition, information will be provided 
to employees to transit service, van 
pools, car pools, and bus pools in the 
area. More than 13,000 state em- 
ployees are to be surveyed. 


Boss Deserves the Credit 


Bridge maintenance superin- 
tendent Johnny Meadows of Siler 
City (left) receives a certificate of 
appreciation from Secretary Tom 
Bradshaw for outstanding ser- 
vice, dedication and support in 
helping meet the transportation 
needs of the state. Meadows was 
recommended for “meritorious 
service” by about 80 bridge main- 
tenance employees who work with 
him in Rockingham, Caswell, 
Guilford, Alamance, Orange, 
Randolph, Chatham, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Lee, Richmond, 
Scotland and Hoke counties. He 
received the certificate at the 
December meeting of the Board 
of Transportation in Raleigh. - 


Energy-Saving Ideas? 


Are you or your co-workers using 
any energy-saving ideas at your work 
place? If you are, we’d like to hear 
about them. Drop us a note at the ad- 


dress given below. 


Thanks, 


Editor 
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OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


Drivers on North Carolina’s high- 
ways are seeing more signs reminding 
them to drive 55 miles per hour (mph). 

They are not standard highway 
speed limit signs, but 18 by 24 foot 
billboards with the slogan, “55, I 
Believe.” 

The Outdoor Advertising 
Association of North Carolina is 
providing free space for 100 billboards 
which are being posted throughout 
North Carolina in support of a 
statewide effort to increase voluntary 
compliance with the 55 mph speed 
limit. 

The program has been receiving 
cooperation from all state media since 
it was announced at a joint press con- 
ference by Transportation Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw and Crime Control 
and Public Safety Secretary Burley 
Mitchell. 

At that conference, the secretaries 
announced the theme of the cam- 
paign would be “55, I Believe” and 
that public service messages support- 
ing this theme would be made avail- 
able to all media. 

The aim of the campaign is to in- 
crease the number of motorists who 
voluntarily comply with the 55 mph 
speed limit because as Secretary 
Mitchell said, “The State Highway 
Patrol and other law enforcement 
agencies are doing an excellent job 
enforcing the 55 mph speed limit, but 
it is simply impossible to apprehend 
all the violators of this law.” 

Secretary Bradshaw explained that 
increased compliance with 55 is not 
only important as a life and fuel 
saving measure, but also because 
recent federal legislation imposes 
financial penalties for states where 
drivers are not in compliance. 

Edwin Guy, coordinator of the 
Governor’s Highway Safety Program 
(GHSP) which developed the cam- 
paign and is coordinating it, said, 
“We are delighted with the contri- 
bution to our program being made by 
North Carolina’s outdoor advertising 
companies.” 
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Outdoor Advertising Association Believes in “55” 


Drivers on North Carolina’s highways are seeing more signs re- 
minding them to drive 55 miles per hour (mph). They are not standard 
highway speed limit signs, but 18 by 24 foot billboards with the slogan, 
“55, I Believe,” like this one on US-70 in Durham. The Outdoor Adver- 
tising Association of North Carolina is providing the space free as a 
public service in support of a statewide effort by the Governor’s High- 
way Safety Program of the North Carolina Department of Transporta- 
tion to increase voluntary compliance with the 55 mph speed limit. 


He noted that GHSP considers out- 
door advertising important to the 
campaign for several reasons. 

“A survey of North Carolina drivers 
conducted for us by North Carolina 
State University found that billboards 
are an important source of highway 
safety information for drivers,” Guy 
said. 

He added that they are especially 
effective in reaching those drivers 
who are most likely not to obey the 
speed limit and have a high degree of 
effectiveness in those counties with 
a higher number of fatalities. 

Paul Thompson, president of the 
outdoor advertising association, co- 
ordinated the distribution of the 
posters to member companies to get 
statewide distribution. 


The companies receiving billboards 
to display in their areas are: Naegele 
Outdoor Advertising offices in 
Asheville, Kinston, Raleigh and Win- 
ston-Salem; Piedmont Outdoor Ad- 
vertising in Greensboro; Schloss 
Outdoor Advertising in Charlotte; 
Adams Outdoor Advertising, Yadkin- 
ville; Allison Outdoor Advertising, 
Sylva; and Appalachian Poster Ad- 
vertising, Lenoir. 

Secretary Bradshaw complimented 
the association for its cooperation, 
“These billboards are a tremendous 
help to us in reaching North Carolina 
drivers and exemplifies the spirit of 
voluntarism that Gov. Jim Hunt has 
stressed so many times.” 


TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY 


In North Carolina: 1948—Vehicle safety inspection begins; awkwardly 


handled and repealed in 1949. 


Elsewhere: 1918—First regularly scheduled airmail service begins. 


